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A fine picture of students in a music class– 
but please examine the picture of the 
members of the music department; only one 
instrument, an organ…imagine students 
attending music lessons without instruments!

Upon being made aware of the dilemma 
faced by the students and director 
regarding the lack of musical instruments, 
members of the Lieutenancy sprang into 
action. Various committees were formed to 
take on the task of providing musical 
instruments for the students. Some 
members were charged with the assign-
ment of soliciting donations of a wide array 
of musical instruments from organizations, 
friends,relatives, neighbors; anyone who 
had a musical instrument they wanted to 
donate to the cause. While the instruments 
were being collected another group was 
actively contacting the Jordanian Consulate 
in Washington D.C. to secure duty-free 
importation. Other members contacted 
companies to safely package the 
instruments in secure shipping containers 
and contacted Jordanian Airlines for 
special rates for shipping the several wood-
en boxes of musical instruments. In short 
order, due to the great efforts of members 
of the Lieutenancy the following instruments 
were shipped to the Music Department, 
Zarka-School: 

The Mission of the Society of St. Yves is to provide legal 
assistance on a Pro Bono basis to Palestinians in the Israe-
li court system. Legal issues include: Family Reunification 
of Separated Palestinian Families, Demolition of Palestinian 
homes by the Israeli Government, Confiscation of Palestinian 
land by Israelis, Assistance in obtaining Israeli permits and 
documents, freedom of movement, social benefits, etc.  
With supporting organizations like the Western USA 
Lieutenancy, St. Yves has been able to grow and provide 
valuable service in protecting and promoting human rights in 
the Holy Land. It is a classic illustration of like-minded 
organizations working together to effectively protect human 
rights of those in need in the Holy Land. Members of the legal 
staff are frequently called upon to address international forums 
on human rights issues. “They are their brother’s keepers”.

Today there are ten lawyers, three legal advisors, one 
secretary, three advocacy lawyers, seven paralegals and the 
Director, Raffoul Rofa. Shown in this picture are staff with 
members of the Board of Directors.

saxophones, violins, trombones. 
guitars, clarinets, accordions and 
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our ladyour lady
a story of bringing hope to the world
of Guadalupe

also known as the virgÉn de guadalupe

by Clay Hoffman, DC*HS

n terms of its impact on the 
conversion of souls and migra-
tion to the West, no event in the 
history of the Americas rivals the 
significance of the apparition’s of 
Mary in 1531 at Tepeyac Hill near 

modern-day Mexico City. In December of 
that year, the Blessed Mother appeared 
four times to Juan Diego and once to his 
dying elderly uncle, Juan Bernardino.

The first apparition occurred on Decem-
ber 9, 1531, which at that time was the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
in the Spanish Empire. On that Saturday
morning, Juan Diego---a devout Native- 
American man whose wife had recently 
died---was on his way to church to attend 
Mass and the catechetical class that 
would follow. When he reached 
Tepeyac Hill, he heard beautiful music, 
and a voice just as lovely, calling his 
name. The Blessed Mother appeared 
before him and told him to go to the 
house of Bishop Juan de Zumarraga and 
request that a chapel be built in her honor 
on Tepeyac Hill. When Juan Diego told 
the Bishop about his encounter, the 
Bishop doubted his story and dismissed 
him.

During his return home from the Bishop’s 
house, the Blessed Mother appeared to 
Juan Diego again. Frustrated that he had 
not convinced the Bishop to fulfill her 
request, Juan Diego asked her to send a 
more influential person to convey the 
message. However, the Blessed Mother 
instructed him to visit the Bishop a 
second time with her request.

When Juan Diego returned to the Bishop, His 
Excellency asked him for a sign so that he might 
believe the Blessed Mother’s request. On his way 
home, on December 10, the Blessed Mother appeared 
to Juan Diego a third time and he told her of the 
Bishop’s request for a sign. She promised to provide a 
sign for the Bishop if Juan Diego would return to her 

Above: Juan Diego's Tilma that hangs in the Basilica of the Vírgen de 
Guadalupe in Mexico City. Photo by Adobe Stock / Inshots.
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the following day. Busy caring for 
his ailing uncle, Juan Diego missed 
his appointment with the Blessed 
Mother on December 11. The next 
day, as he hurried to bring a priest 
to administer the sacraments to 
his uncle, he took a different route 
to avoid the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
as he was embarrassed that he 
missed the appointment on 
December 11 and did not want to 
be delayed in providing spiritual 
help to his uncle.

Despite this, the Blessed Mother 
appeared to Juan Diego a fourth 
time and she assured him that his uncle was 
already cured. Following her instructions, he 
gathered flowers at the top of the otherwise 
frozen and barren hill, and the Blessed Mother 
arranged the flowers in his cloak, or tilma as it 
was called. Juan Diego hurried to the Bishop and 
when he opened his tilma to show the flowers to 
the Bishop, Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared on 
the tilma. The Bishop immediately believed Juan 
Diego’s message from the Blessed Mother and 
hastened to have the chapel built on Tepeyac Hill. 
The fifth apparition occurred when Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appeared in the small home of Juan 
Diego’s uncle, Juan Bernardino, and cured the 
elderly man of his disease.

On July 31, 2002, Pope John Paul II canonized 
Juan Diego, making him the first indigenous 
Saint of the Americas. Today, the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is located at the foot 
of Tepeyac Hill in Mexico City, and is visited 
every year by some 20 million pilgrims from
around the world. The Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is December 12th .

Left: Sculpture of Juan Diego 
dropping the roses showing the image 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City. Photo by Adobe Stock / Arlette. 

Below: The Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Mexico City, Mexico. 
Juan Diego's Tilmac hangs inside 
the Basilica. Photo by Adobe Stock / 
Natalia.
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celebratingcelebrating
the Bishops written by 

H.E. Margaret Romano, DGCHS

T
of the Western
     Lieutenancy

50 years50 years
cardinal roger mahony, KGCHScardinal roger mahony, KGCHS

A native Angeleno, Cardinal Mahony was ordained in 1962. He was appointed 
Auxiliary Bishop of Fresno in 1975 before becoming the Bishop of Stockton in 
1980. Pope St. John Paul II appointed him Archbishop of Los Angeles, the first 
Los Angeles native to hold that position. In 1983 Cardinal joined the Order. He 
served as Grand Prior of the Western Lieutenancy for 25 years until his 
retirement as Archbishop of Los Angeles in 2011. The Western Lieutenancy 
is thankful for the continued support of Cardinal Mahony throughout his many 
years of service to the Lieutenancy and the Holy Land.

he Western Lieutenancy is grateful to our Bishops for their wonderful support of our Order. This 
year, we have several milestones we would like to recognize. We are grateful to our Bishops, 
thankful for their service to our Church and especially to us. Their good works bring hope to all, 
especially those in the Holy Land. May Our Lady continue to bless them as they celebrate these 
special anniversaries!

cardinal robert mcelroy, KGCHScardinal robert mcelroy, KGCHS

We bid adieu to H.E. Robert Cardinal McElroy, KGCHS as he moves from 
the San Diego Diocese to the Archdiocese of Washington D.C. Cardinal joined 

the Order in San Diego in October of 2015. We are thankful to him 
for the great support he has given to the Western Lieutenancy these years 

and wish him well as he shepherds the people of the Washington D.C. 
Archdiocese!

archbishop edward weisenburger, KC*HSarchbishop edward weisenburger, KC*HS

The Western Lieutenancy congratulates Archbishop Weisenburger on his 
elevation to Archbishop and on his new ministry in Detroit, Michigan. 
Archbishop led the faithful in Tucson, Arizona from October 2017 until March 
2025. During those years, the Western Lieutenancy had the privilege of having 
the support of Bishop in our mission to help our Brothers and Sisters in the 
Holy Land.
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20th anniversary of being a bishop20th anniversary of being a bishop
bishop larry silva, KC*HSbishop larry silva, KC*HS

Our host Bishop at the upcoming Annual Meeting in Hawaii, Most Rev. 
Larry Silva is celebrating his 50th Anniversary of ordination and 20 years 
as Bishop! Ordained in 1975, Bishop served in California until his return to 
Hawaii as Bishop in 2005. He has the distinction as being the first native 
Hawaiian to lead the faithful of the Hawaii Diocese. In addition to these 
special anniversaries, Bishop joined the Order October 8, 2005 in
Hawaii!

20 years20 years
Bishop Kevin Vann, KC*HSBishop Kevin Vann, KC*HS

Ordained in 1981 in Springfield, Illinois, Bishop Vann is celebrating his 
20th year as Bishop. Before coming to the Orange Diocese, Bishop served 

as the bishop of the Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas from 2005 to 2012. In 2012, 
Bishop Vann was asked to serve in Orange. In addition to celebrating his 
20th Anniversary of being a Bishop, we are blessed to have Bishop Vann 

mark his 19th year of being a member of Holy Sepulchre!

25 years25 years
archbishop george leo thomas, KC*HSarchbishop george leo thomas, KC*HS

Archbishop George Leo Thomas was ordained in Seattle, Washington in 1976. 
He was named Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle and served there from 2000 before 
returning to his home state of Montana as Bishop of Helena in 2004. Moving to 
the Diocese of Las Vegas in 2018, he was appointed as Bishop of Las Vegas. 
In 2023, he was named as the first Archbishop of the newly created 
Archdiocese of Las Vegas.

30 years30 years
bishop gerald kicanas, KC*HSbishop gerald kicanas, KC*HS

Of Lebanese heritage, Bishop Kicanas was ordained in 1967. He was named 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago in 1995. He was installed as Bishop of the Diocese 

of Tucson in 2003. Bishop retired in 2017, succeeded by Archbishop 
Weisenburger. With Archbishop Weisenburger’s move to Detroit, Bishop 

Kicanas has come out of retirement and is serving as Apostolic Administrator 
of the Diocese until a new Bishop is named. A member since 1995, Bishop has 

worked tirelessly to serve the people of the Holy Land. His Episcopal motto is 
“Justice begets Peace”.

we give thanks to our bishops serving us and our churchwe give thanks to our bishops serving us and our church



ach year, the Lieutenants of the North 
American Lieutenancies gather for updates on 
the Order. This year, we met in Miami.  Joining 
us from Rome was our Governor General, H.E. 
Sir Leonardo Di Modrone.  The Governor 
General’s talk focused on the status of 

projects started at the Consulta held in Rome, 2023 
and the situation in the Holy Land.

Chief among the projects is the updated General 
Regulations.  The need for the update arose from 
the new Constitution of the Order approved by Pope 
Francis in May, 2020.  Effective January 1, 2025, the 
new Regulations are in place and can be found on our 
website.  

The Governor General also addressed the need for 
participation in Annual Contribution.  Annual 
Contribution is not voluntary – it is obligatory.  While 
we ask for $1000 per lay member and $500 per clergy 
member, we ask that everyone participate in some 
way!  As reported by the Governor, the Grand 
Magisterium has committed to sending $951,000 a 
month to the Latin Patriarchate.  The need is 
tremendous. 
 
A report on Communications was presented by H.E. 
Sir Michael La Civita, Lieutenant of the Eastern 
Lieutenancy and Sir Matthew Bunson of the North 
Central Lieutenancy.  Your Lieutenant listened with 
pride as the Western Lieutenancy website was used 
as an example of excellence along with our 
communication through email, social media and you 
tube. In today’s world, good information is needed.  It 
allows us to come together, making our large world 
smaller! 

The Lieutenants were also fortunate to have join us the 
CEO of the Patriarchate, Sami El Yousef.  Sami’s report 
was as expected, the situation is grave. There is, loss 
of most jobs in Israel and massive unemployment. 
There have been major price and taxation increases. 
The worst part is the shattered trust and polarization.  

Sami spoke of the need for support through Annual 
Contribution, Humanitarian and the Ensuring the 
Future campaign. These three funds accomplish 
three different things – Annual Contribution funds 
the running of the parishes and programs.  It keeps 
the lights on.  Humanitarian brings help in the way of 
basic survival.  Food, medicine and medical 
treatment, tuition and economic support. The 
Ensuring the Future campaign is doing much 
needed repairs to the schools along with paying 
teacher salaries.   Sami also spoke of bringing hope 
to the people for stability.  They long to stay in their 
homeland.  The goal of the LPJ is to help them not 
only with funding support but programs to find 
employment, to allow them to sustain themselves. 

AFAQ is a Program started during the Pandemic 
working with Bethlehem University as a response to 
job loss.

Once the war started, an emergency version was 
introduced. This includes Job creation at LPJ 
Parishes, Internships benefiting other Christian 
Organizations, grants to start / grow a small business 
along with vocational training.  

After hearing the different reports, the meeting of 
the North American Lieutenant’s brought renewal to 
lead the Western Lieutenancy in our support.  We 
are called through our vows to help the people.  This 
is needed not only financially but in friendship.  Our 
hand extended to the people brings them hope, 
much needed in today’s world.  

Sami ended his presentation with the following:
•  The Church always emerges stronger after    
    wars and conflicts
•  The contributions of the Church in building
    societies in war zones cannot be 
    underestimated – Values…
•  The Church must remain strong and its 
    institutions, serving as the backbone of the 
    Christian presence
•   We never felt alone and know we always     
    have your back
•  We have no choice but to remain strong and   
    steadfast and stay in the land of Christ 
    despite the odds. The Holy Land will be a 
    very sad place without its Christian 
    dimension.

MeetingMeeting  

of the North                  of the North                  
American LieutenantsAmerican Lieutenants

by H.E. Margaret Romano, DGCHS

E
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contribution highlightscontribution highlights
		
Annual Contributions		    $    758,171
Honoraria			      $    132,000
AC4L Contributions		     $      86,000 
Special Projects		     $    221,730 
Humanitarian Aid		     $    582,776
Mass Card Stipends		     $        5,921
Legacy Bequests		     $    164,030
Investment Income		     $      44,682

Total Contributions		

  to support the Holy Land

I

special projectsspecial projects
$ 25,000
$ 23,650
$ 24,337
$ 34,150
$ 33,350
$ 15,000
$ 35,900
$ 62,750
$ 26,950
$ 25,000
$ 25,000
$ 25,250
$   6,200

Antonian Charitable Society	
Bethlehem University - General Support
Creche - Holy Family Children’s Home
Hogar Niño Dios Bethlehem
Holy Child Program
House of the Three Kings
LPJ School Schools Campaign
LPJ Seminary
Seminarian Pilgrimage 
St. Vincent
St. Yves Society
Zarqa Schools
Other

TOTAL $362,537

$ 1,995,310

Annual Report
What we do mattersWhat we do matters

n 2024, thanks to your generosity, the 
Western Lieutenancy raised almost 2 million! 
With total membership of 1293, including 

exempt members, this is truly amazing! 

Thank you for your commitment to the Holy 
Land. It brings hope to our brothers and sisters 
who strive to live in a community of peace, and 
love.

Note: The Special Projects total for each column 
differs due to the time of distribution to the Holy 
Land. 



‘[…] although the concept of chivalry was 
not founded by the Church, but by the 

laity, it was the Church 
who immediately set out to 
change and refine it 
according to the spirit of 
the Gospel. […] it was the 
papacy who more than 
any other body under-
stood, appreciated and 
initiated the spirit which 
moved the first Crusading 
Orders of Knighthood, 
spiritualised their military 
zeal and valor, granted 
them papal approval 
and support, inspired 

their chivalric system of virtues based on 
ethico-aesthetic categories of a secular 
nature with high Christian ideals. These 
ideals transformed a secular fighting force 
into disciplined, self-controlled, refined, 
gentle and strong defenders of the rights 
of God, of Christendom, of the Holy 
Roman Church, and of society, 
consciously endeavoring to bring religion 
into daily life with service to the less 
fortunate, honor and courtesy to all.’  
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  and practice in the 
  Order of the Holy Sepulchre  

chivalric dignitychivalric dignity

- By Sir Michael Weinberg, KCHS

W hen once commenting on the series 
of recent official publications such 
as the Constitution, the General 
Regulations, and the Formation 
Document, the Grand Master 

Fernando Cardinal Filoni said, 
“Our Order is lay, chivalrous in 
the noblest sense of the word, 
and its members are called to 
nobility of heart, which is 
expressed in their concern for 
the Holy Land.”   With ordinary 
participation in the life of the 
Order, the use of such language 
— “chivalrous”, “noble”, and 
similar— within the ‘world’ of the 
Order and its constituent culture 
and modes of thought would 
seem entirely congruous and apt 
for the description of individual 
and collective identity and action in its society and 
perhaps even quotidian to the point of becoming 
unremarkable. It is at this latter point, however, that 
frequent, customary use of such language, as 
naturally occurs with longevity of membership or 
abundant activity with the Order or in its name, may 
imperceptibly obscure the semantic, ethical depth 
of the same language. That is, plainly, it is good to 
pause occasionally and to refresh one’s understand-
ing of the meaning of the words that one uses justly 
and frequently. While, then, a full and proper consid-
eration of the use of any society’s language is well 
beyond the scope of this essay, perhaps a single 
word and concept — ‘chivalry’— will serve as a 
sufficient point of entry to freshly-deepened 
meditations upon the significance of one’s knight-
hood or damehood, for which end let us consider a 
series of elucidations provided by the Church and the 
precise application of the same as promulgated and 
explicated by the Grand Magisterium.

The strictest definition of chivalry, of course, is 
historical and most commonly remembered as a 
medieval social entity: “[c]hivalry is the Christian 
form of the military profession: the knight is the 
Christian soldier”.   Yet to consider that topic 

A Knight is a man who intends to place 
himself at the service of a noble and 

difficult cause, a pure and arduous ideal; 
fighting evil, promoting good, defending 

the weak and the oppressed against 
injustice. Becoming a Knight does not 
merely mean receiving a title of honor, 

even though it is well-deserved, 
it presupposes a solemn commitment. 

	
                         --Agostino Cardinal Casaroli 

3

1

2

with even minimal sufficiency would also exceed the 
scope of this essay and has, naturally, filled many 
scholarly volumes.   More relevant instead to Knights 
and Dames today, however, would be the 
masterful remarks of Archbishop Igino Eugenio 
Cardinale (1916-1983), apostolic nuncio:

5

4

  Said at Città del Vaticano, June 1984. (Bander van Duren, Orders  
  of Knighthood and Merit, 38.) Cardinal Casaroli (1914-1998) was 
  Cardinal Secretary of State from 1979 to 1990.
  Vayne. “The Order’s Quadrennial Consulta,” 12.
  Gauthier, Chivalry, 11.
  The Grand Magisterium has just recently established its Historical   
  Committee for the investigation of the very same. (“Establishment of 
  the Historical Committee of the Order.” Jerusalem Cross, No. 75, 8.)
  Bander van Duren, Orders of Knighthood and Merit, 52.

1

2

3
4

5

This description elucidates much of the idea of 
chivalry and could well serve as its definition and 
guiding principle. Its adaption and application, in 
fact, remains in the teaching of the Pontiffs even to
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the present and recent memory, as Pope St John 
XXIII gave this allocution to the Roman Patriciate and 
Nobility on 9th January 1960:

Likewise consistently, on 16th November 2018 Pope 
Francis admonished us “not [to] forget that you are 
not a philanthropic entity committed to promoting the 
material and social improvement of recipients. You 
are called to place the evangelical love of neighbor 
as the central and final aim of your works, to bear 
witness everywhere to the goodness and care with 
which God loves everyone.”   The Holy Father, 
acknowledging the “fuller participation in the life of 
the Church” to which Knights and Dames are called, 
likewise said on 9th November 2023 during the
recent Consulta:

The fact of belonging to a particularly 
distinguished order of society, however, while 
requiring due consideration, is a call to its 
members to give more, as befits those who 
have received more, and who will one day 
have to render accounts to God for every-
thing.
	
By acting in this manner, you cooperate in 
the wondrous harmony of the kingdom of 
Our Lord, with the profound conviction that 
the things that made the fame of each family 
in the past must now strengthen its commit-
ment—precisely as dictated by its particular 
social condition—to the sublime concept of 
Christian brotherhood and to the exercise of 
special virtues: sweet and gentle patience, 
purity of customs, humility, and above all, 
charity. Only thus will great and undying 
honor be conferred on individuals!  6

Maintaining the same thought, Pope St John Paul II 
addressed our Order directly on 2nd March 2000:

2. Your equestrian order, which began a 
few centuries ago as an “Honor Guard” for 
the care of Our Lord’s Holy Sepulchre, has 
enjoyed the particular attention of the Roman 
Pontiffs. It was Pope Pius IX, of venerable
memory, who in 1847 reconstituted it in order
to encourage the re-establishment of a 
Catholic faith community in the Holy Land. 
This great Pope restored your order’s original
function, but with a significant difference: the
custody of Christ’s tomb would no longer 
depend on the force of arms, but on the value 
of a constant witness of faith and solidarity 
towards Christians residing in the Holy Places.7

[…] you are called to be an Order that, strong 
in its own identity, participates in the mystery 
of charity in the most beautiful way, open and 
available, ready to take on those services that 
the Lord requires through the needs of our 
brothers and sisters: from the education of 
children in schools to concrete solidarity with 
the most fragile categories, such as the elderly, 
the sick, and refugees. Let us remember here, 
always, I would say the “refrain” that the Lord 
makes all the prophets say in the Old 
Testament: the widow, the orphan and the 
stranger. This care we must have. 

8

   Corrêa de Oliveira, Nobility, 46-47.
  “Address of the Holy Father John Paul II to the Equestrian Order  
   of the Holy Sepulchre.” March 2, 2000. 
  “Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to Members of the 
   Consulta of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
   Jerusalem.” November 16, 2018.
  “Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Participants in the    
   Consulta of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
   Jerusalem.” November 9, 2023.

By pontifical instruction, therefore, chivalry and 
chivalric endeavor may be more aptly seen as 
membership by knighthood or damehood in an 
institution solemnly called to the service of others 
in need and action toward the same by solidarity 
and charity. The explication and application of 
these principles within our Order, furthermore, 
has been the exact aim of the Grand Magisterium.

Both constitutions of the Order — the previous one 
promulgated in 1978 and the current one in 2020—, 
in fact, affirm the view, especially when read together 
consonantly, that the formation of the individual Knight 

6
7

8

9

9
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or Dame in moral virtue and in the life of faith and 
sacramental participation will (and ought to) yield 
charitable action towards neighbor, understood 
primordially within the Order as directed toward 
the Holy Land. First, the preamble of the 
Constitution of 1978:

Compare this with introduction of the Constitution 
of 2020:

The Knighthood is defined as self-discipline, 
generosity and courage. Whosoever does 
not have the firm willingness to develop and 
deepen these traits in his life will never be 
able to become a True Knight. The zeal for 
self-renunciation, in the midst of this society 
of abundance, generous aid to the weak 
and those without protection, courageous 
struggle for justice and peace are the 
characteristic virtues of the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 
	
The tie with Jerusalem which is manifested 
in the Order and exacts responsibility for the 
Holy Places orients our desires toward the 
heavenly Jerusalem. (Gal. 4.26) 10

[…] The Order gives primary importance 
to the vocation to holiness of every Chris-
tian and aspires to be an instrument for the 
development and deepening of personal 
sanctification, as well as an environment in 
which faith is practiced and lived in all its 
aspects.  11

In the earlier Constitution, furthermore, the progress 
from the practice of personal virtue to social 
engagement for the benefit of the Holy Land with 
the fruits thereof is gradual and yet comprehensive:

The Order has for its purposes:

1 – to strengthen in its members the practice 
of Christian life, in absolute fidelity to the 
Supreme Pontiff and according to the 
teachings of the Church, observing as its 
foundation the principles of charity of which 
the Order is a fundamental means of 
assistance to the Holy Land;

2 – to sustain and aid the charitable, cultural
and social works and institutions of the 
Catholic Church in the Holy Land, particularly
those of and in the Latin Patriarchate of

Jerusalem, with which the Order maintains 
traditional ties; 

3 – to support the preservation and 
propagation of the Faith in those lands, 
interesting in this work the Catholics 
scattered throughout the world, united in 
charity by the symbol of the Order, and also 
all brother Christians;

4 – to sustain the rights of the Catholic 
Church in the Holy Land. 12

The current Constitution, complementarily, 
broadens the view of chivalrous social action, 
beginning with a succinct statement of its mission:

The specific mission assigned by the Holy 
Father to the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem is that of animating 
zeal in the ecclesial community towards the 
Land of Jesus and sustaining the Catholic 
Church and the Christian presence there.

The Order, in its members, is resolved to 
practice the evangelical virtues. 13

The seven commitments enumerated subsequently 
are personal renunciation, generosity, courage, 
solidarity, concern, involvement, and cooperation.  
Although much more could be said of each virtue 
in a homiletic way, suffice it to remark here that the 
cumulative focus again, most especially currently, 
is that of promoting virtuous action (service) 
toward neighbor. That is, one might begin to 
consider chivalry as having both internal and 
external aspects: personal virtues are the first to 
be formed and developed both by oneself and 
with the aid of one’s community and then are 
directed outward as social virtues. How exactly 
this is realized is then a natural question to follow, 
for which some themes and considerations from 
the Formation Document are useful.

Meant for candidates for membership and for 
Knights and Dames alike, the Formation Document 
contains recommendations and instructions for 
developing both the internal life of devotion and 
knowledge and the external practice of solidarity 
and charity. Since a complete survey would

14

   Constitution (1978), Preamble.
   Constitution (2020), Introduction.
   Constitution (1978), Article 2.
   Constitution (2020), Article 1. 
   Constitution (2020), Article 4.

12

11
10

13
14
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exceed the current scope, it is instead useful to 
consider what it states of the ecclesiological 
dimension of life in the Order:

Therefore, the importance of the formation 
of the Knights and Dames in this ecclesial 
sensibility must be insisted upon so that 
all may know that they have a place in the 
Church and, being vested with a specific
mandate, feel that they are part of a lofty 
mission to which they contribute their 
offerings, involvement and prayers; finally, 
let them always be aware that they are an 
instrument of good and peace for the 
communities inhabiting the Holy Land: 
Christians, Jews, Muslims and others.  

“Sentire cum Ecclesia – which means 
having a sense of ecclesial communion; 
thinking, speaking, and acting in order to 
make the Church grow in depth and 
extension in fidelity to the Risen Christ – will 
always be the guiding principle for a Dame 
and a Knight of the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem.”  16

15

Chivalric practice in this sense, then, consists of 
acting in the name of the Church in the duties and 
the mandates prescribed, being likewise continually 
formed by participation in the same life and 
community of the Church. The particular, 
subsequent means of accomplishing this, again, 
may be many or varied in the personal life of a 
Knight or Dame, so a clear point of departure and 
focus of devotion is also worthy to be recalled:

The first guide on our path, to whom we have 
a special devotion, is Mary whom we vener-
ate under the title of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Queen of Palestine, patroness of the Order of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The Shrine of Deir Rafat, 
in Israel, houses the first image of her: radi-
ating light and surrounded by angels on the 
clouds, Mary seems to reach out her hand as 
Mother toward our world, while below we 
recognize symbolically the outlines of the 
cities of Jerusalem and Jericho, to which she 
looks with affection. In addition to this image, 
the offices of the Grand Magisterium house 
an icon that has become particularly dear to

   Formation Document, §12.
   Formation Document, §13, quoting from the Grand Master’s 
book The House was Filled with the Fragrance of the Perfume: 
A Spirituality of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre.
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Knights and Dames: seated on a throne, 
Our Lady of Palestine holds on her knees, 
as a caring Mother, the image of “Jerusalem, 
symbol of the Holy Land but also symbol of 
the Church, the new Holy City of Revelation 
(Rev. 21:2).” 

Let each Knight and Dame, then, renew their 
entrustment to Mary, the one who has the 
Holy Land particularly at heart and who 
accompanies and blesses our steps of 
charity and our hope to live rooted in the life 
of her Son Jesus.  
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Such an exhortation is particularly apt for our 
Order —and a memorable conclusion to this brief 
examination of chivalry—, inasmuch as it teaches 
Knights and Dames to regard the “‘living stones,’ 
namely that Patriarchal Church of Jerusalem, 
Mother Church of all Churches”  and all the people 
there as Our Lady would.
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n his classic book, True Devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Louis De Montfort 
wrote that the Blessed Mother is the “safest, 
easiest, shortest and most perfect way of 
approaching Jesus and that by surrendering 

to her, body and soul, without reserve, a person 
will belong entirely to Jesus.” Two organizations 
sanctioned by the Church that can assist all 
Catholics in seeking devotion to Mary are the 
Militia of the Immaculata and the Legion of Mary.

Founded by Saint Maximilian Kolbe in 1917, 
the Militia of the Immaculata is an association 
of the faithful, erected by the Holy See, that has 
the goal of winning the whole world for Christ 
through the Immaculata, Mother of God and of 
the Church. Through total consecration to
Mary, members respond with her to the 
universal call to holiness and are transformed 
into disciples of Christ and instruments in Our 
Lady’s hands.

The Militia of the Immaculata offers programs 
that: 

1) Provide formation in the teachings of the   
    Catholic Church. 
2) Foster love for Jesus in the Eucharist and for
    the Sacramental life. 
3) Promote a deeper understanding of the    
    Blessed Virgin Mary’s role in the plan of 
    Salvation.
4) Encourage members to become evangelists 
    who give witness to the Truth and promote the 
    sacredness of human life. 

The website of the Militia of the Immaculata
is militiaoftheimmaculata.com.

Paths To   

The Militia of the Immaculata

I

Marian Devotion

me with all that I am and have, wholly to yourself 
as your possession and property.  Please make 
of me, of all my powers of soul and body, of my 
whole life, death and eternity, whatever most 
pleases you.

If it pleases you, use all that I am and have 
without reserve, wholly to accomplish what was 
said of you: “She will crush your head,” and, 
“You alone have destroyed all heresies in the 

Official Act of Consecration to Mary
Written by St. Maximilian Kolbe

IMMACULATA, Queen of Heaven 
and earth, refuge of sinners and 
our most loving Mother, God has 
willed to entrust the entire order of  

mercy to you. I, (name), a repentant sinner, cast 
myself at your feet humbly imploring you to take

O

written by Clay Hoffman, KC*HS

Left: St. Maximilian Kolbe (bearded, in front row, center) and his 
companions in Nagasaki, Japan, in 1936. Photo Credit: Public 

Domain/Courtesy of ‘Maximilian Kolbe: The Saint of Auschwitz’/
Sophia Institute Press 
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Western Lieutenancy have Legion of Mary 
chapters and welcome new members.

The Legion of Mary is organized on the model of 
an army, principally the army of ancient Rome, 
including the terminology of the era. Its goal 
is the glory of God through the holiness of its 
members developed by prayer and active-co-
operation. Active members usually meet on a 
weekly basis and carry out charitable acts by 
visiting and praying with those in need. Legion 
chapters never engage in any activities without 
the approval of the parish priest and the local 
Bishop.

The spirit of the Legion of Mary is that of Mary 
herself. Members serve God under the Banner 
of Mary through the corporal and spiritual works 
of Mercy. Essentially based on the teachings 
of Saint Louis de Monfort, as put forward in his 
book True Devotion to Mary, the Legion of
Mary promotes total dedication to Christ through 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Those interested in 
joining the Legion of Mary should consult their 
church bulletin to see if their parish has a 
chapter.

The Legion of Mary

he second organization is the Legion 
of Mary, which was founded in 
Dublin, Ireland in 1921 by Servant of 
God Frank Duff. Today, the Legion 
of Mary has over 10 million members 

worldwide. Membership is made up active and 
auxiliary members, with the latter serving only 
through daily prayer. Many parishes within the

T
world.”  Let me be a fit instrument in your im-
maculate and merciful hands for introducing 
and increasing your glory to the maximum in 
all the many strayed and indifferent souls, and 
thus help extend as far as possible the blessed 
kingdom of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
For wherever you enter, you obtain the grace 
of conversion and growth in holiness, since it is 
through your hands that all graces come to us 
from the most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

V. Allow me to praise you, O sacred Virgin.

R. Give me strength against your enemies.



During the Jubilee Year, he said, “we are called to 
be tangible signs of hope for those of our brothers 
and sisters who experience hardships of any kind.” 
He called for efforts at the government level “to 
restore hope” to prisoners through amnesties, 
pardons, improving prison conditions and the 
abolition of the death penalty. Before Christmas, he 
called for the commutation of the federal sentences
of prisoners on death row in the United States. He 
also urged believers to be "signs of hope" for the 
young, the elderly, the sick and those in hospitals
or affected by illnesses or disabilities, and for 
migrants.

He appealed for “hope [to] be granted to the 
billions of poor, who often lack the essentials of 
life,” and, like John Paul II in the Year 2000, 
pleaded with “the most affluent nations” to “forgive 
the debts of countries that will never be able to pay 
them” and to address “the ecological debt,” 
describing this as “a matter of justice.”

The 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea 
(now Iznik in Turkey) occurs during this Jubilee 
Year. That council, held from May to July 325, 
affirmed the full divinity of Jesus Christ and that his 
being was of one substance (consubstantial) with 
the Father. Francis said he plans to travel to Nicaea 
and hopes a major ecumenical event can be held 
there. He also expressed hope that the Christian 
churches can finally reach agreement on a 
common date for Easter.

Pope Francis’ agenda for this jubilee year includes 
encounters with no less than 35 different groups of 
people who are coming to Rome to celebrate their 
particular jubilee, starting with “the world of commu-
nications” and concluding with “the jubilee of prison-
ers.” He will canonize two young people during the 
Jubilee Year, Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati.
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 What is a Jubilee Year?
continued from page 19

Pope Francis’ first Jubilee Year was the extraor-
dinary Jubilee of Mercy in 2016. For the first time 
in the history of Jubilees, he opened a Holy Door 
elsewhere than in Rome: in the Cathedral of Notre 
Dame in Bangui, capital of the war-torn Central 
African Republic, on Nov. 29, 2015. He opened the 
Holy Door in St. Peter’s on Dec. 8, and decreed 
that a “Door of Mercy” be opened in cathedrals, 
sanctuaries, hospitals and prisons throughout the 
world.

The second is the current Jubilee of Hope, which 
Francis inaugurated by opening the Holy Door in 
St. Peter’s on the evening of Dec. 24. He explained 
in the bull that the Holy Door is opened “to invite 
everyone to an intense experience of the love of 
God that awakens in hearts the sure hope of 
salvation in Christ.”

He made history on Dec. 26 by opening another
Holy Door in the chapel of Rebbibia, Rome’s larg-
est prison, as a sign of hope for the inmates there. 
He is the first pope to open a Holy Door in a prison.

Following tradition, the pope’s legates opened the
Holy Doors in the three other major basilicas in 
Rome.

He called on pilgrims during this Jubilee Year “to 
discover hope in the signs of the times that the 
Lord gives us” and “to recognize the immense 
goodness present in our world, lest we be tempted 
to think ourselves overwhelmed by evil and 
violence.”

In the bull, he listed at least eight ways in which we 
can be agents of hope in today’s world. He said 
“the first sign of hope” in this war-torn world should 
be “the desire for peace.” He reminded everyone 
that “those who are peacemakers will be called 
‘children of God’” and said, “the need for peace 
challenges us all, and demands that concrete 
steps be taken.”

He called on believers “to be signs of hope” in 
countries where there is a decline in birth rates 
by their “openness to life and responsible parent-
hood,” and by working—also through legislative ef-
forts—“for a future filled with the laughter of  babies 
and children.”

Photo published with permission by UMC/COB file photo
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We joined the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre because of our desire to 
help the Christians in the Holy Land. 
Leaving a bequest to the Order is 
powerful because it allows us to give 

more than you would be comfortable gifting while you 
were living. A gift at your passing comes from your 
estate, that you no longer need, with the exception 
of leaving something to your loved ones. The Order 
thanks you for making a bequest by inviting you to
become a member of the Legacy Society as soon as 
you change your will or trust to make the bequest. 
Yes, this requires action by you now, even though the 
bequest will not occur for many years, but it’s an easy 
edit to your will or trust.

A bequest can have an estate tax benefit if your es-
tate is bigger than say $14 million because the estate 
tax kicks in at that level (adjusted for inflation each 
year), and a bequest is deductible for estate tax 
purposes. However, most of us do not anticipate 
having an estate of more than $14 million ($28 million 
if you are married), so the potential estate tax savings 
may not be there. Nevertheless, there are some 
income tax benefits to consider. However, a 
charitable deduction in your income tax return is only 
allowed for contributions during your lifetime, not at 
death. That creates a conundrum.

The AC4L program has been around for years. Many 
of our Legacy Society members have used it in lieu 
of making a normal bequest. It typically involves an 
upfront contribution to the Order of $50,000 per 
person, which is invested and used to make your 
annual contributions to the Order for the rest of your 
life. The income earned on the investment approx-
imates the annual contributions, such that at your 
death the balance of the investment is used by the 
Order to support its mission, just like a bequest.

Therefore, it qualifies for membership in the Legacy 
Society at the Silver Level. The $50,000 gift qualifies
as a charitable gift for income tax purposes. Some

Legacy
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members elect to spread the gift over 5 years at 
$10,000 per year. A gift of securities is also 
permitted, which creates a second tax benefit in that 
there is no tax on any capital gain that otherwise 
would have been created if the securities were first 
sold and the proceeds gifted to the Order.

DAF’s have been popular for many years. They work 
like a private foundation, only better in that the 
requirements are less complicated. Most brokerage 
firms have charities affiliated with them that enable 
the formation of DAF’s. Even local community 
foundations can sponsor a DAF. A DAF is a contract 
between a non-profit and a donor that allows the 
donor to “advise” the charity on where to spent the 
funds contributed. In reality, the charity waits for you 
to tell them which charity you wish to benefit and how
much. The decision is entirely yours, as long as it’s a 
tax qualified charity.

Not only can you designate the Order for a gift at any 
time, but you can specify that any balance left in the 
DAF at your death is to be gifted to the Order. If you 
provide that any balance in the DAF at your death 
should be left to the Order (at least in part), it has the 
same effect as a bequest and should permit you to 
join the Legacy Society. The best feature of a DAF is 
that it allows the donor to separate the year of the tax 
deduction from the year that the transfer is made to a 
charity. Often the contribution to the DAF is made in a 
year or years where you are in a high tax bracket, say 
earning more than $500K per year. This allows you to 
maximize the tax benefit, say reducing your federal 
and state taxes by as much as 50% of the contribu-
tion to the DAF. You don’t have to decide which 
charity will receive the funds until a later year and you 
can spread it over a number of years. That’s very 
similar to how a private foundation works. You simply
 notify the DAF sponsor when you want to make a 
charitable gift. Your decision to reserve some of the 
funds for a gift to the Order at your death makes it 
equivalent to a bequest, yet allows you to receive a 
tax benefit in an earlier year. Designating the Order 
as a Beneficiary of your IRA or 401K Plan Often your 
IRA or 401K plan is well funded such that there is no
need to withdraw all of the funds before you die. 
While you need to make Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMD’s), there generally will be funds 
left over at death. This occurs because all distributions 
to the employee trigger taxable income, so you 
generally distribute the minimum amount, unless you 
need more funds to live.

Annual Contributions for Life (AC4L)

Donor Advised Fund (DAF)

Written by Sir Bill Wolf, KGCHS and 
Dame Ana Sanguineti, DGCHS

Legacy Society 
Co-councilors



A CRT is very powerful for income tax planning, 
but is complicated, so it is generally recommended 
for very large transactions, where potential taxes 
are significant. Perhaps, consider it for transac-
tions greater than say $5 million, where a business 
or real estate asset is sold that has substantially 
appreciated. First, form the trust and transfer the 
asset to be sold to the trust before it is sold, say 
at least a month before the sale, certainly before 
there is a letter of intent. The trust then sells the 
asset and receives the proceeds of sale and 
invests them in a securities portfolio until the death 
of the person who set up the trust or alternatively a
term of 20 years. Because it is a charitable 
remainder trust, there is no income tax on the sale. 
That could save as much as $1 million in income 
taxes for a $5 million transaction (the federal and 
state capital gains tax on say a $3 million capital 
gain). The trust then distributes an annual annuity 
to the beneficiary (the former owner) of between 
5% and 10% of the value of the assets in the trust 
post-sale, say $500,000 for this example (10% of 
$5 million). This continues for the lifetime of the 
beneficiary, say 20 years for this example. Total 
distributions over 20 years in our example would 
be $10 million ($500,000 per year), mostly from 
the income earned on the investments made by 
the trust. Such distributions would be taxed at the 
beneficiary level.

Upon death, the remainder of the assets in the 
trust are distributed to charity, in our example, the 
Order. This remainder distribution has the same
effect as a bequest to the Order. The value of the 
assets distributed to the Order would depend on
the income earned during say 20 years. The 
distribution to the Order could be say $3 million, 
assuming the assets earned income of about 8% 
per year. 

Note that, over the life of the trust, the beneficiary 
receives $10 million and the Order receives $3 
million, all related to the sale of an asset for $5
million. The avoided taxes are close to $1 million. 
On a present value basis, the tax savings alone are 
greater than the present value of the gift to charity. 
While complicated, the CRT is worth exploring with 
a tax attorney for a very large sale of appreciated 
assets. The owner of the asset comes out better, 
and so does the Order.
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Most IRA’s and 401K plans require the employee to 
designate a beneficiary in case the employee dies. 
This person or persons, often a spouse and children, 
will inherit the balance in the plan at the employee’s 
death. Unfortunately, the beneficiaries must pay 
income taxes on what they receive, even if it is spread 
over a period of time. However, if a charity is named 
a beneficiary, no income tax is paid on the amount 
transferred to the charity at death. Again, this is like a 
bequest and, as long as you anticipate not needing 
all of the funds before you die, it can be considered a 
bequest to the Order of whatever amount you specify 
in the beneficiary designation. The tax benefit comes 
from not having to pay income taxes on the amount 
left to charity. Of course, your spouse and children 
can receive other funds at your death to make up 
what they might have received from the IRA or 401K 
plan. Such funds would not be taxable to them.

While a QCD is not a bequest, we can’t resist talking 
about them when discussing RMD’s (see above). If 
you are required to make an RMD because you have 
an IRA and are over 73 years old, you have the option 
of transferring an amount from your IRA directly to the 
Order that equals or exceeds the RMD, but not more 
than $100K per year. This transfer reduces the RMD 
for such year, such that you avoid paying income 
taxes on the amount that would have been transferred 
to you as an RMD. Such funds could be used by the 
Order to support special programs in the Holy Land, 
just as if the funds were received at death. 

Actually, the QCD can be used anytime you want to 
use IRA funds to benefit a charity. It does not need 
to be in lieu of an RMD. If unrelated to an RMD, you 
do need to be over 70-1/2 to use this technique. The 
benefit comes from disbursing funds from your IRA 
without creating a taxable event, the same tax benefit
as if you made a charitble deduction. The QCD is 
often used when you don’t itemize deductions in your 
tax return (generally when the total items qualifying for 
itemized deduction are less than the standard deduc-
tion, currently $30,000 if you are married filing joint). 
When using a QCD, it’s important that the transfer 
is made directly from the IRA to the charity. You will 
need the sponsor of the IRA to facilitate this for you.

Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT)

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD’s)
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Sir Ernest Nedder, KGCHS
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Dame Rolinda Dardano, DC*HS
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Sir Pieter Scholte, KGCHS
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Sir Frederick Strasser, KGCHS
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The Western Lieutenancy The Western Lieutenancy 
thanks our 2024 legacy members!thanks our 2024 legacy members!
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Annual meetings

2025 - 2026 2025 - 2026 
pilgrimagespilgrimages

To make a contribution to one of 
the Order’s projects, please use 
this QR code or visit our website 
at www.eohsjwesternusa.org

Annual Meeting 2026

October 1-5

Diocese of 
San Diego

Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines
10950 N Torrey Pines Rd.

La Jolla, CA 92037

EOHSJ Members only to Jubilee 2025 to Italy
October 21-23, 2025
Spiritual Direction of the Grand Magisterium
Contact:  www.omniavaticanrome.org/en/pages/
jubilee-2025-pilgrimage-of-the-equestrian-
order-of-the-holy-sepulchre-of-jerusalem

Jubilee Pilgrimage Italy
November 2-15, 2025
Spiritual Direction of 
Fr. Ignatius Mazanowski
Contact:  Deacon Dennis & Joan Sullivan
dennisjoansullivan@gmail.com
(760) 613-7554

A Pilgrimage to Ireland
July 5-19, 2026
Spiritual Direction of Rev. Felix Just, SJ, KCHS
Contact:  Ms. Gail Gresser
email: ggresser@me.com
(310) 850-4033

A Spiritual Journey to Greece
November 2-15, 2025
Spiritual Direction of 
Rev. Camillus Ogaraku, MSP & Dec. James Carabajal
Contact:  Sir Joe and Dame Connie Micatrotto
joemicatrottosr@outlook.com
(702) 325-6764

A Pilgrimage of Gratitude to Guadalupe
August 17-23, 2025
Spiritual Direction of 
Most Reverend Gerald R. Barnes, KC*HS
Contact:  Dame Densy Chandra
gdfpa@yahoo.com
(909) 556-1180

A Pilgrimage to Fatima, Santiago & Lourdes
April 12-26, 2026
Spiritual Direction of Bishop Gregory Gordon & Dec. James Carabajal
Contact:  Sir Joe Micatrotto
email: joemicatrottosr@outlook.com
(702)-325-6764

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land & Jordan
March 1-15, 2026
Spiritual Direction of Very Rev. Miguel Corral, Fr. 
Daniel Rolland, KHS and Rev. Rogelio Molina
Contact:  Sir Joe and Dame Connie Micatrotto
email: joemicatrottosr@outlook.com
(702)-325-6764

A Pilgrimage to Greece
October 11-24, 2026
Spiritual Direction of 
Bishop Alberto Rojas, KC*HS
Contact:  Dame Densy Chandra
gdfpa@yahoo.com
(909) 556-1180

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
December 26, 2026 - January 9, 2027
Spiritual Direction of 
Rev. Felix Just, SJ, KCHS
Contact:  Ms. Gail Gresser
email: ggresser@me.com
(310) 850-4033

Annual Meeting 2027

September 23-27

Diocese of 
Tucson

JW Marriott Tucson 
Starr Pass Resort & Spa
3800 W Starr Pass Blvd.

Tucson, AZ 85745

A Pilgrimage to Greece
October 26 - November 9, 2025
Spiritual Direction of 
Bishop Marc Trudeau, KC*HS
and Fr. Mark Strader
Contact:  Viktor & Mary Beth Rzeteljski
silvia@206tours.com

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
May 25 - June 5, 2026
Spiritual Direction of 
Deacon Ryan & Wynsdey Adams, KC*HS
Contact:  Deacon Ryan Adams
deaconryanadams@gmail.com
(818) 613-6082
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