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Each New Year brings us new opportunities to know Him more, to 
walk in Faith, and grow by His Grace. 

 
Dear Knights, Dames, and Clergy, 

 
In our North America Live Stream event on January 16, Fr. Paul Morris, from the Canada 
Atlantic Lieutenancy, offered a reflection based on Sunday's Gospel -John 1:35-42 - a 
recounting of the call of the first disciples. 

 
Fr. Morris made a very important point that in John's Gospel account it is the disciples who call 
one another to follow Jesus. First, John the Baptist sees and announces Jesus as the Lamb of 
God. Andrew hears this, follows Jesus, and later tells his brother, Simon Peter, about his 
experience. Peter goes to see and he, too, starts to follow Jesus. The discipleship grows as 
more people share their personal encounters with Jesus. 

 
As the Knights, Dames, and Clergy members of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, how can we 
evangelize to others that Our Lord is alive and among us. 2020 was a very difficult year. In the 
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic, we have given up many of our daily activities that allow 
us to live and share our Faith with others. Simple things, like celebrating with family, coffee 
with friends, attending Sunday Mass, and receiving the Eucharist, have all been a challenge in 
many parts of North America. 

 
As we begin 2021, it is important we begin working towards establishing a new normal that 
eliminates any feelings of isolation and brings us back towards a more vibrant Catholic 
community. The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, as a Central Body of the 
Church, can help lead the way. 

 
We are all very familiar with Matthew's Gospel account, where Jesus says: 

 
"Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a 
lampstand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father." 
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Our Order can be such a light in this difficult time: not only to nourish our personal spiritual 
relationship with the Father, but to manifest to our friends, neighbors, and community that 
Jesus is truly with us in the world today. 

 
The Order has already taken many steps. The Lieutenancies of North America have, and 
continue, to reach out and connect to their Members by offering opportunities such as weekly 
rosaries, novenas, webinar programming, and even virtual Annual Meetings. All across North 
America we have started a monthly Live Stream event on the North America website featuring 
both devotional and informational programming. 

 
There is one special item that I want to bring to your attention. A testimonial Recruiting Video 
has been produced by Fogarty Services, St Louis, MO. This video is available on the North 
America website https:/ / eohsjnorthamerica.org where it can be viewed and downloaded. This 
video shares the stories and feelings of several North America Members as to what the Order 
means to them and why they feel so strongly called to its Mission. It concludes with a message 
from our Grand Master, His Eminence, Cardinal Fernando Filoni, who encourages others to 
consider "joining our family." 

 
Please take a few moments to view the Video. I suspect it will reaffirm why each of us joined 
the Order. But even more, I ask that you act on His Eminence's call to "join the family" and 
share the Video with others whom you feel might be worthy candidates to join the Order. We 
do not want numbers for numbers’ sake but there are many people who, once they learn about 
the Spirituality and the Mission of the Order, will be drawn to join. 

 
The needs in the Holy Land are even greater today due to the pandemic. A larger, stronger 
EOHSJ would have a tremendous positive impact on the lives of our fellow Christians in the Holy 
Land. Just as Andrew and Peter encouraged those around them to come, learn, and follow Jesus, 
please take every opportunity to evangelize the good works of the Order as a Light to the World! 

 
Let us ask Our Lady, Queen of Palestine, to bless all of us, our families, the work and Mission of 
the Order, and to bring everlasting peace to Her beloved Holy Land. And may Our Lady and Her 
Spouse, the Holy Spirit, bring an end to this pandemic and draw all people to Her Son, Our Lord 
Jesus. 

 
Blessings for the New Year. 

 
 

P. Thomas Pogge, KGCHS 
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