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A significant leit motif within Sacred Scripture is the notion of exile, beginning as early as the fall of man.
Even God’s patriarchs and chosen ones experienced exile, in one form or another, as a significant part of their
journey of faith:
Adam and Eve were exiled from Eden; Noah was exiled from the world before the flood; Abram departed from
Ur of the Chaldees, never to return; Jacob fled to Haran for many years to escape his brother’s fury; Jacob’s
son, Joseph, was banished into slavery, prison, and servitude in Egypt, until God raised him up to be second
only to Pharaoh; Moses lived as a refugee in Midian until his return to Egypt; the Twelve Tribes of Israel
roamed the desert for two years and thirty-eight more; David lived in exile from Saul’s kingdom until being
crowned king himself over Israel and Judah; even as king, David was forced to flee his own kingdom when
challenged by his son, Absalom; the northern kingdom was exiled into oblivion by Assyria; Judah persevered
through the Babylonian exile; the list goes on.

Before beginning His public ministry, Jesus seemed to embrace exile as an inheritance.

Through His desert
experience over forty days and forty nights, after which He was tempted by the Evil One, Jesus seemed to take
into himself, at least symbolically, all of man’s estrangement from man’s proper place in the world and with
God.
From that exile, Jesus emerged as one who would enter into the exile of others, encounter by encounter, and
lead them to a place of communion. We see that constantly as He enters into the lives of many, from the leper
to the woman who wept at His feet, from the house of Matthew the tax collector to the home of Zacchaeus, from
the demoniac to the paralytic, and so on.

This weekend, as the Elect undergo their first scrutiny, we consider the woman of Samaria.

She too is an exile.
Not only is she a Samaritan woman, numbered among the remnants of the lost tribes of Israel, it seems as if
she’s also an exile from her own community, as she is forced to approach the well in the heat of the day, when
the rest of the community would more likely gather water at dawn or dusk.
But before her story is over, we will witness the power of the Redeemer at work. He will transform her into a
spring of living water. She herself will become an evangelist to Jesus, and play a crucial role in establishing a
community gathered around Him.

Ultimately, Jesus will enter into the exile of death by His Crucifixion.

By doing so, He will firmly establish that
there is no darkness or exile that is beyond His power of redemption. This is known as the exitus (exile) and
reditus (return) of His mission. For our sake and for our salvation, our God came down from heaven. And He
would not return to heaven until He could do so with a resurrected humanity that is now forever a part of Him.

The message to you and me is clear: no matter what exile you and I may be experiencing now, whether that
involves isolation brought about by this present pandemic, an exile due to a certain sin or way of life, an exile
imposed by someone else, an exile from our respective vocations, or any other form of exile, JESUS comes for
you and me to REDEEM us. He comes to end your exile and mine. All things are renewed in Christ. Jesus
Christ is Lord.
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