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Second Tuesday Update…STU…January 10, 2023 
`                                                                                    
Greetings and Blessings in this New Year 
of 2023. The year of 2022 ended with the 
loss of a Great Spiritual man of God…as 
we all pray for the eternal life of our Pope 
Benedict XVI. A man that has clearly been 
a spiritual force for good for decades. 
Much will be written and sadly too much 
about his resignation as opposed to his 
contributions in life that began to have 
massive impact under Pope St. John Paul 
II. A very dear friend of ours, Fr. Steve 

Paisano SJ, whom we visited in Rome annually for over 20 years, while on trips, as he worked at the 
Vatican. He was a very close and dear friend of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and then Pope Benedict XVI. 
     
Before Father passed away 2 years ago, we would dine at our favorite restaurant in Rome…Giorossto 
Toscano. We would also always ask him about how it was to be “so close to and work with a friend who 
became our Pope!”  Fr. Steve would smile and say how he felt so blest to have someone so close become 
something so large in human history. We asked one time…do you ever have private time where you just 
kid around and have fun, he would smile gently and say ABSOLUTELY, sometimes too many funny 
recollections and then he said he would have this “epiphany” moment of realizing just who he was 
“hanging” with and get very solemn. The Pope would then smile and always make him feel like a brother 
in Christ. Gentle, kind and madly in love with our Lord.  
      
We have so much to cover this month and this entire year of our Lord. We have fully recovered from our 
weeks in Bethlehem physically but will never lose the glow of the time spent at Christ’s birth home and 
cannot wait to return in March…know this for sure…THE FIAT IS NOT SIMPLY A GREAT INITIATIVE 
TO SERVE OUR FAMILY, IT IS A WAY OF LIFE…FAITH-IN-ACTION-TODAY…. let’s begin…   
 

 
  

It’s so hard to believe that we are in a New Year.  As 2022 came to an end one of the most special 
duties as area councillors also comes to completion!  Although slightly late this year we are extremely 
happy to say 16 people have been nominated for investiture into the EOHSJ. This begins for them a time 
of discernment where you as knights and dames will have an important role.  As they begin attending our 
first Monday rosaries and our mid-year meeting, please make a special effort to welcome them and help 
them feel at home. We are so excited for them.  Please remember to pray for them and be there as an 
import part of their journey. 

A note on nominees; please remember you can put forth nominees any time of the year. In fact, 
it gives us more time to meet with them and get paperwork started. They can begin discernment and 
feeling a part of our family early. We are available anytime to talk with a nominee. We have several 
people who were brought to us in late December.  They will have to wait until next year.  Just remember 
whatever the month call us and we can get started. 

We’re so very excited to see what 2023 has in store for the Western Lieutenancy and especially 
our Las Vegas council. We look forward to praying together, supporting one another, growing spiritually 
and especially discovering what our lord has planned for us.        
 

In His Service, Connie 
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ROSARY… another thanks to the Team at Bishop Gorman HS for allowing us to have a wonderful 
January Rosary. These events are getting larger and larger…help us!  PLEASE invite more, family and 
friends are so welcomed, as are all perspective members. And of course, those new nominees should 
avail themselves in preparation for Investiture. NEXT MONTH ROSARY...MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6th at 
6:00PM at BGHS...a special topic for fellowship!   

 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS FEAST…it is a long way off but mark down Saturday, January 28 at the UNLV 
Newman Center where Fr. Daniel, KHS, will welcome you to a Medieval evening with music, dinner, wine 
and silent auctions for only $30.00/person. All proceeds go to the Campus ministry of the Newman 
Center. For tickets and more info call…702 736 0887. Our own Deb and Dave Barton, DCHS/KCHS will 
be your Royal Hosts! 

 

PILGRIMAGES…as witnessed by those who attended the Annual Meeting, as well as those who visit 
the WL Website (a great idea), the WL is a world leader in the EOHSJ when looking at Pilgrimages. 
Remember their request…try to make your first Pilgrimage within 3 years. The benefits and blessings are 
beyond measure. We are at capacity for March 18, 2023, HL, Assisi, Rome Pilgrimage.  BUT, we are 
taking names for reservations now for MARCH 10-24, 2024, to the Holy Land and Jordan (including stay 
at Petra!). The demand for Pilgrimages according to CTC, has never been stronger so please get your 
names on the list so you can make it! 

 

MID YEAR MEETING (MYM) UPDATE…we are so excited to welcome our Bishop George Leo Thomas, 
KC*HS to the 2023 MYM at St. Francis of Assisi’s Parish on Thursday, March 9, from 4:00PM Mass to 
conclusion of cocktails/dinner and meeting by 8:00PM. We are looking for 100% attendance of members 
and nominees. Friends are welcome. The final cost will be available by February 1st.  We have some 
amazing presentations and specials happenings.  Please lock this date down as we have had it for a year 
thanks to Bishop Thomas!!  Looking forward to Bishop Gordon, KC*HS and Bishop Higgins, KC*HS (and 
spiritual director for March Pilgrimage) to join us too!! 

 

LVC MEN’S BOOK CLUB… The book club is progressing well.  We’ll complete discussion of our first 
read this month, Pope Benedict XVI’s book ‘Jesus of Nazareth, from Baptism in the Jordan through the 
Transfiguration.’  The first book of a Trilogy written by Ratzinger to in his words to be “… solely an 
expression of my personal search ‘for the face of the Lord” (cf. PS 27:8).  It was quite a read for all. 
 

Our next selection ‘Treasure in Clay, the Autobiography of Fulton J. Sheen.’  It certainly will be 
enlightening to follow this amazing man’s life.  Least of which to his views and experience of how able to 
capture in excess of 30 Million viewers of his TV program Life is Worth Living (the show ended in 1957).   
   
So, we read, discuss, exchange views, but most importantly have great fellowship.  Not too late to join 
us.  If you have an interest let us know.  Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 18th at St 
Joseph HoM Corpus Christi Room. Start time will be between at 7:00PM-7:15PM (after Faith Formation 
class vacates the room).  
 

 

Jeff Boughrum    
+1.702.523.3270    
2616 Golfside Drive Las Vegas, NV 89134 
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JUSTICE & PEACE…This is the time of year when we see end of 2022 lists come out, e.g., the film that 
grossed the most money or who hit the most home runs. However, there’s a darker one in Israel. Over 
200 Palestinians, including more than 50 children, have been killed by Israel in the occupied territories of 
East Jerusalem, the West Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip in 2022 – the deadliest year for Palestinians 
since 2006. More than 29 people have been killed in Israel. U.N. experts have blamed the bloodshed on 
Israel’s excessive use of force and open-fire rules during near-daily military operations. Israel said its 
forces are responding to fatal attacks on Israelis by Palestinian militants, which have also spiked this 
year.   
 
Benjamin Netanyahu was re-sworn into office recently and Palestinian teeth started chattering for 2023. 
 

 

 

This month, in addition to hearing from St. Augustine, we would like to honor Pope Benedict, without 
whom we would not have our great catechism. May perpetual light shine upon him. 
 
* As St. Paul says of the Gentiles: For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and 
deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. 
 
* And St. Augustine issues this challenge: Question the beauty of the earth, question the beauty of the 
sea, question the beauty of the air distending and diffusing itself, question the beauty of the sky. . . 
question all these realities. All respond: "See, we are beautiful." Their beauty is a profession [confessio]. 
These beauties are subject to change. Who made them if not the Beautiful One [Pulcher] who is not 
subject to change? 
 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Profession of Faith: Man’s Capacity for God 
II. Ways of coming to know God 

 

33 The human person: with his openness to truth and beauty, his sense of moral goodness, his freedom 
and the voice of his conscience, with his longings for the infinite and for happiness, man questions himself 
about God's existence. In all this he discerns signs of his spiritual soul. The soul, the "seed of eternity we 
bear in ourselves, irreducible to the merely material", can have its origin only in God. 
 
34 The world, and man, attest that they contain within themselves neither their first principle nor their final 
end, but rather that they participate in Being itself, which alone is without origin or end. Thus, in different 
ways, man can come to know that there exists a reality which is the first cause and final end of all things, 
a reality "that everyone calls God". 
 
35 Man's faculties make him capable of coming to a knowledge of the existence of a personal God. But 
for man to be able to enter into real intimacy with him, God willed both to reveal himself to man and to 
give him the grace of being able to welcome this revelation in faith. The proofs of God's existence, 
however, can predispose one to faith and help one to see that faith is not opposed to reason. 
 
P.S. In light of the quote above may we suggest “The Catechism in a Year, with Fr. Mike Schmitz” by 
Ascension Press. It’s free! Easy to follow, and will further our relationship with Jesus!  Happy New Year! 
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YOUR SEMINARIAN…the weeks in Bethlehem were a spiritual high but when being with your 
Seminarian, Jiries, it is a warm glow of love all over. What a joy and what a magnificent Priest he will 
become.  
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BETWOMEN…you may have seen this table at our Annual Meeting operated by Joe/Linda Maneen, 
KCHS/DCHS. You will hear more in the future and at our MYM. This is one of the most fantastic initiatives 
for the Christian women in the Holy Land and operated by PROTERRASACTA. Our time visiting with 
them while in Bethlehem was one of the finest examples of free enterprise and financial independence 
one can imagine. 
 

 
 

 

 
ANTONIAN CHARITABLE SOCIETY…FIAT INITIATIVE FACILITY…they are all excited to welcome 
you into a home of love and caring for many who have never seen much of either… 
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HOGAR…FIAT INITIATIVE FACILITY…look forward to joining volunteer folks from France, Spain, Italy, 
Bethlehem and soon USA!! 

 
 

 
 

FINALLY…OUR PERSONAL EPIPHANY…The definition of EPIPHANY is….” the manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles”. Yet, how many times in our daily lives have you heard the expression…” I just 
had an epiphany!” We use it often to describe those moments when, regardless of the 
situation…darkness, good times, bad times, trials, successes and even failures, we receive what we call 
a DC moment, no not there…DIVINE CLARITY. Your AC’s recently had what we would describe as a 
DC time in our lives.  
     We do not wish to go into detail as to the detailed specifics. Rather, here is the lesson to Connie and 
Joe Micatrotto…in love and caring we pass onto each of you…when you are confronted with what is 
obviously a “dark comment or dark and evil situation that came about through no fault of your own” …look 
around and ask “why is this happening?” You may find that what you are doing is so spiritually important 
that forces beyond yourself, for reasons not of our Lord, want to impede and stop you. 
     We are not trying to “spook” you, just know that we experienced the MOST amazing and spiritually 
invigorating trip of our lives that commenced on November 28 and ended December 16, 2022. But on 
the eve of this trip, we had forces coming at us that truly attempted, unsuccessfully, to scuttle momentum 
of the FIAT trip. But, in our prayers and petitions to the Lord and YOUR prayers for this trip we, the FIAT 
and our Lords Living Stones, all prevailed and the EPIPHANY of 2022 happened each and every day of 

our time in Bethlehem…a MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST TO US AND THE HOLY LAND FAMILY  
                    

Blessing in our Lords Graces and Love, Connie/Joe  
 

    
  


